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FRAMINGHAM SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

                 Desmarais Room, King Building                       February 26, 2013 

 
Present   
David F. Miles, Chair 
Beverly Hugo, Vice Chair 
Carol Phalen, Clerk 
Adam Blumer 
Michael J. Bower 
Heather Connolly 
Andy Limeri 
 
Also Present 
Dr. Stacy Scott, Superintendent 
Dr. Ed Gotgart, Director of Business Administration  
Joseph Corazzini, Director, Community Resource Development 
Jordan Cline, FHS Student Representative 
William Clapper, Reporter, Framingham Patch 
Ann Greenberg, Administrative Assistant 
 
Absent 
None 
 
AGENDA 
I.         Meeting with the Public 
II. Recognitions 

A. FHS Students – National Merit Scholar Finalists 
B. MEDITECH, Inc. Donation 

III. FHS Student Advisory Committee – Joint Meeting 
IV. Discussion Items 

A. 21
st
 Century and After School Programming – Joseph Corazzini 

B. Draft School Calendar 2013-2014 
V. Action Items 

A. Framingham Public Access Corporation Lease – Vote to Approve 
B. Town of Framingham Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy – Second Reading 

VI. Superintendent’s Report 
VII. Approval of Minutes 

A. January 22, 2013 – Open Session 
B. February 5, 2013 – Open (Joint Meeting w/Selectmen) & Executive  

VIII. Reports of Committees 
IX. Member Reports 
X. Bills and Payroll 
XI. Meeting with the Public 
XII. Executive Session (Collective Bargaining/Contract Negotiations, if necessary) 
XIII. Adjournment 
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ACTION 
At 7:56 p.m., Chair David Miles convened the School Committee with all members 
present. The Chair apologized for the delay in the start of the meeting.  Mr. Miles 
announced that tonight’s meeting would be recorded and broadcast live with assistance 
from the School Committee’s FHS-TV Producers.  Mr. Miles noted that student artwork 
from Hemenway and Woodrow Wilson Elementary Schools was on display in the 
Desmarais Room. 
 
I.      MEETING WITH THE PUBLIC 
Chair David Miles noted that the first 15 minutes of every regularly scheduled School 
Committee meeting are reserved for members of the public who want to comment on a 
topic within the School Committee’s purview.   
 
Herb Chasan, Town Meeting Member, Precinct 4, noted that the School Committee has 
a goal to ensure completion of the collective bargaining process with all seven 
bargaining units.  Mr. Chasan pointed out that the FTA contract was up six months ago. 
He noted that the FTA was demonstrating at the Memorial Building this afternoon.  He 
urged the School Committee to settle the contract. 
 
Lloyd Kaye, Town Meeting Member, Precinct 10, Ways and Means Committee 
member, commended the Woodrow Wilson School artwork that was on display in the 
Desmarais Room. Mr. Kaye said it was not acceptable that the FTA contract was not 
yet settled.  Mr. Kaye said that the role of school boards, first and foremost, is to look 
out for students, according to the Center for Public Education’s website.  Mr. Kaye said 
the School Committee should sign the contract, and he, as a Town Meeting member 
and a citizen, would worry about the funding. 
 
Robert Bolles, Town Meeting Member, Precinct 6, demanded that the School 
Committee hold the line with respect to COLAs, school hours, and class size.  He said 
the teachers union should not be involved in decisions about school hours and class 
size. He said when the district gets rid of School Choice, the district could cut school 
buses and save tax dollars. 
 
Bob Cushing, Town Meeting Member, Precinct 14, urged the School Committee to take 
under consideration the modest requests of the Framingham Teachers Association.  He 
said it might be time for the School Committee to make a public statement on 
negotiations.  He noted that the district’s excellent staff of teachers should get 
recognized and rewarded for all they have given.  He asked the School Committee to 
get a contract signed soon. 
 
II. RECOGNITIONS 
A.      FHS Students – National Merit Scholar Finalist 
Dr. Scott announced that Framingham High School students Brian Gilligan, Halie Olson 
and Sonia Scaria have been identified as National Merit Scholar Finalists.  Ultimately, 
8,300 National Merit Scholarships will be offered in 2013. To earn finalist status, a 
semi-finalist must have a record of very high academic performance in college 
preparatory courses; must show SAT scores that correspond with high PSAT scores; 
and be endorsed and recommended by a school official.  The Chair asked all three 
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students and their families to stand for recognition.  The following motion was voted: 
 

MOTION: Moved by Ms. Hugo, seconded by Mr. Bower, that the School 

Committee recognize and commend Framingham High School students 

Brian Gilligan, Halie Olson and Sonia Scaria for their outstanding 

achievement as National Merit Scholar Finalists. Vote in favor was 7-0, with 

Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and 

Ms. Phalen in favor. 
 
The Chair declared a brief recess, so that the School Committee and Superintendent 
Scott could greet the students and their families. 
 
B.     MEDITECH, Inc. Donation 
Dr. Scott announced that the Framingham Public Schools Technology Department was 
the recent beneficiary of a $15,000 donation from MEDITECH, Inc. of Westwood. The 
funds are designated for enhancement of technology instruction and technology 
infrastructure. It was noted that MEDITECH has made an annual donation to the 
Framingham Public Schools for a number of years.  The Chair said the School 
Committee would send a letter of appreciation to MEDITECH, Inc. 
 

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Bower, seconded by Mr. Limeri, that the School 

Committee publicly thank and extend its appreciation to MEDITECH, Inc. 

for the donation of $15,000 for advancement of technology and technology 

instruction in the Framingham Public Schools.  Vote in favor was 7-0, with 

Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and 

Ms. Phalen in favor. 
 
III. FHS Student Advisory Committee – Joint Meeting 
Chair David Miles noted that the School Committee schedules five meeting per year 
with the FHS Student Advisory Committee.  The FHS Advisory Committee did not 
attend the meeting. 
 
IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A.       21

St
 Century and After-School Programming – Joseph Corazzini 

Dr. Scott introduced Joseph Corazzini, Director of Community Resource Development, 
who was present to speak to the School Committee about the district’s 21

st
 Century and 

After-School Programs.  Mr. Corazzini discussed new pending district partnerships to 
provide opportunities to Framingham students including The First Tee program 
sponsored by Bose and BOKS, a before-school physical education program supported 
by Reebok.  With respect to the district’s summer programming, there are five 
opportunities including a new DESE-funded program to provide a middle school to high 
school transition program. Also offered this summer is a Framingham State University 
summer program with the McAuliffe Center; a Framingham Public Access TV program; 
the Framingham High School summer program; and the elementary school summer 
program at the Woodrow Wilson School. These summer programs will serve 
approximately 200 Framingham students.   
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Additional new partnerships include a financial literacy program at Framingham High 
School in partnership with TD Bank; and a YMCA summer learning opportunities 
program.  The MetroWest Federal Credit Union is interested in offering a financial 
literacy program for middle school students at the district’s 21

st
 Century Program sites.  

The Sudbury Foundation has provided a grant to the district to research family 
engagement issues.  A consultant has been hired to research best practices for family 
engagement in after school programs 
 
Mr. Corazzini attended a recent Townwide PTO meeting, where parents indicated an 
interest in volunteering to help the district seek grant-funding opportunities.  In the near 
future, parent volunteers will be able to access district computers to research grant 
opportunities in Mr. Corazzini’s office.  
 
Dr. Scott commended Mr. Corazzini for the development of new partnerships and 
resources for after school programs.  In response to a question from Dr. Scott, Mr. 
Corazzini said the additional funding provided by the Town enabled the district to 
provide some after school late buses.  Mr. Corazzini noted that the Cameron site did 
not receive 21

st
 Century funding this year, however the district has funded the program 

through the operating budget.  Mr. Corazzini noted that the Cameron’s program 
curriculum has been further developed and tied to district goals.  Dr. Scott asked Mr. 
Corazzini what his vision was with respect to after school and summer programs.  Mr. 
Corazzini noted that the district is preparing students for life and career.  He advised 
that it would be important for the community to understand the importance of out-of-
school and after school time.  Mr. Corazzini said after-school programs are needed at 
every school throughout the district, so that students may build skills to be successful. 
 
Mr. Miles asked whether there was a long-range plan for summer programs.  Mr. 
Corazzini said his office is assessing the district’s current programs and identifying the 
district’s needs and the district’s capacity to fulfill those needs. 
 
Mr. Blumer commended Mr. Corazzini for his enthusiasm for his work and the initiative 
to use parents as resources for grant opportunities.  Mr. Blumer suggested that Mr. 
Corazzini prepare a comprehensive list of the district’s community partners, which could 
be provided to Town Meeting members during the Annual Town Meeting.  Mr. Blumer 
said the quality of district’s programming is the first priority, but publicizing those 
programs to the entire parent community is important, so that everyone is aware of 
these opportunities. 
 
Ms. Phalen asked how many students Mr. Corazzini would like to serve in summer 
programs, and whether he was collecting data on the impact of summer programs and 
after school programs on student achievement.  Mr. Corazzini noted that data on 
performance is being collected and provided to the DESE. 
 
Mr. Limeri asked whether grant funding for new programs, such as BOKS, would be 
ongoing or whether there would be an expectation that the district would eventually fund 
such programs.  Mr. Corazzini noted that the BOKS grant is a one-time grant.  Dr. Scott 
noted that the district must increase funding for after school programs.  Dr. Scott added 
that he has asked Mr. Corazzini to look at the quality of the programming to ensure that 
the programs are meeting the needs of students. 
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B. Draft School Calendar 2013-2014 
Dr. Scott and the School Committee reviewed a draft school calendar for the 2013-2014 
school year.  Dr. Scott noted that Townwide PTO had done a survey seeking input on 
early release days and parent conferences.  The School Committee discussed the 
scheduling of professional development days.  Mr. Bower asked whether the district 
had considered scheduling a full two weeks off at the December holiday break, rather 
than re-opening school for January 2 and 3, 2014.  Mr. Bower said the full two-weeks 
would enable the district to keep the buildings closed and reduce use of heat over that 
period.  Dr. Gotgart said the Administration could ask the Buildings and Grounds 
Department to estimate potential savings.  
 
Mr. Limeri pointed out that the school calendar typically is so broken up, and many 
weeks have less than five full days.  Mr. Limeri asked about a discrepancy in the 
number of professional days per elementary, middle school and high school.   
 
Mr. Miles noted that the School Calendar will be brought back to the School Committee 
for another discussion and a vote.   
  
V. ACTION ITEM 
A. Framingham Public Access Corporation – Lease of Space at Fuller Middle 
In executive session on Tuesday, February 5, 2013, the School Committee had 
approved a one-year lease extension with Framingham Public Access Corporation for 
space at Fuller Middle School. Dr. Scott noted that the tonight’s open session vote 
would publicly acknowledge the previous vote.  Mr. Miles added that the School 
Committee is permitted to negotiate leases and vote the terms in executive session, but 
any leases must be voted in public sessions, subsequent to any executive session vote. 
 

MOTION: Moved by Mr. Bower, seconded by Ms. Hugo, that the School 

Committee vote publicly to approve a one-year lease extension to the 

Framingham Public Access Corporation for the period of July 1, 2013 to June 

30, 2014 for space at Fuller Middle School. Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. 

Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. 

Phalen in favor. 

 
B.       Town of Framingham Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy – Second Reading 
At a Joint Meeting with the Board of Selectmen earlier this month, the School 
Committee had discussed and voted to approve for a first reading the Town of 
Framingham Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy.  The policy establishes a requirement that 
the Town of Framingham and the Framingham Public Schools purchase only fuel 
efficient vehicles for municipal and school use, whenever such vehicles are 
commercially available and practicable.   
 
Policy Subcommittee convener Andy Limeri noted that the policy would receive a policy 
code.  Mr. Limeri recommended the policy for a first reading and he also recommended 
that the School Committee vote to refer the policy to the Policy Subcommittee who 
could create a more general policy statement, referencing the Town policy, for the 
School Committee’s Policy Manual.  After discussion, the following votes were taken: 
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MOTION: Moved by Ms. Hugo, seconded by Mr. Limeri, that the School 

Committee approve the Policy EEBAA (Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy) for a 

second reading.  Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. 

Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. Phalen in favor. 

 

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Limeri, seconded by Ms. Hugo, that the School 

Committee refer Policy EEBAA (Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy) to the Policy 

Subcommittee. Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. 

Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. Phalen in favor. 

 
VI.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. Scott reported that the District Review by the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), who visited the district last spring, has 
been posted on the FPS website.  Dr. Scott said the report provides a good critique and 
good feedback from the state. Dr. Scott noted that the state can be very helpful in 
pointing out areas of concern or areas in need of growth.  The Administration will 
consider the report when making decision s about resources allocation for the coming 
fiscal year. Dr. Scott said the report speaks to leadership needs in the areas of 
curriculum and administration. The report commends the district on building on areas of 
assessment, and notes that the assessments should be aligned across the curriculum.   
 
With respect to contract negotiations with the Framingham Teachers Association, Dr. 
Scott said he expects that the parties can come to closure soon.  The parties are 
working on Supervision/Evaluation language.  Another mediation session is scheduled 
next week.   
 
VII.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Miles asked for motions to approve the open session minutes of January 22, 2013.  
A motion was made by Mr. Limeri and seconded by Ms. Phalen.  Ms. Hugo requested 
two revisions on page two, and the following motion was voted: 
  

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Limeri, seconded by Ms. Phalen, as amended by 

Ms. Hugo, that the School Committee approve the open session minutes of 

January 22, 2013, with revisions to page two, line 73.  Vote in favor was 7-0, 

with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles 

and Ms. Phalen in favor. 
 
Mr. Miles asked for a motion to approve the open session minutes of February 5, 2013. 
A motion as voted as follows: 
 

MOTION:  Moved by Ms. Hugo, seconded by Mr. Limeri, that the School 

Committee approve the open session minutes of February 5, 2013, a joint 

meeting with the Board of Selectmen. Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. 

Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. 

Phalen in favor. 
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Mr. Miles asked for a motion to approve the open session minutes of February 5, 2013. 
After discussion, Mr. Limeri asked that these minutes be tabled as he had a question on 
the content.  A motion to table the minutes was voted as follows: 
 

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Limeri, seconded by Mr. Bower, that the School 

Committee vote table the executive session minutes of February 5, 2013. 

Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, 

Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. Phalen in favor. 

 

VIII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
A.       Finance Subcommittee 
Mr. Blumer noted that the Finance Subcommittee would meet tomorrow night. Agenda 
items will include review monthly reports and discussion of the impact of federal 
sequestration. 
 
B.     Buildings & Grounds/Capital Budget Subcommittee – Mr. Bower 
Mr. Bower said the Buildings and Grounds/Capital Budget Subcommittee would 
schedule a meeting in March to prepare for a presentation to Town Meeting.  Mr. Miles 
noted it would be prudent to book rooms in the Memorial Building during Town Meeting 
for informational sessions. Dr. Gotgart noted that the Capital Budget Committee was 
interested in meeting with the School Committee in March.     
 
C.       Health Advisory Council – Ms. Hugo 
Ms. Hugo reported that the Health Advisory Council had not met. 
 
D.       MASC Legislative Liaison – Ms. Hugo 
Ms. Hugo reported that she had attended a National Federal Relations Network 
program in Washington, D.C., as a guest of the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees. The topic of the conference was legislative advocacy on public education 
issues at the federal level. The group met with Massachusetts congressional leaders 
and Secretary of Education Arnie Duncan. Ms. Hugo made a presentation at the 
conference on best practices in the Framingham Public Schools and how unfunded 
mandates impact the district.  
 
Ms. Hugo noted that Framingham will host an MASC Division I, II, & IX meeting on 
Thursday night at Cameron Middle School.  A Legislative Forum featuring Senator 
Karen Spilka, Representative Sannicandro and Representative Walsh will be held 
followed by a workshop with Glenn Koocher on the new superintendent evaluation.   
E. The Education Cooperative – Ms. Connolly 
Ms. Connolly noted that The Education Cooperative met on Friday, February 1, 2013. 
Liz McGonagle was elected Executive Director replacing Nancy Sullivan effective July 
1, 2013.  Ms. Connolly provided a copy of The Education Cooperative’s annual report. 
The next meeting will be held on Friday, March 21, 2013. 
 
F. Suburban Coalition- Mr. Limeri 
Mr. Limeri noted that Mass Budget presented at the Suburban Coalition meeting at the 
Newton Marriott on January 30, 2013.  The meeting topic was trends in financing.  
Speakers indicated that there will be continued pressure on public funding.  At the state 
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level, there is a willingness to work with communities on how to address unfunded 
mandates. 
 
G. Policy Subcommittee – Mr. Limeri 
The Policy Subcommittee will meet in March, with a backlog of items to address. 
 
Mr. Miles asked how the School Committee can confirm that MASC has updated any 
School Committee policies added to the new online Policy Manual.  Mr. Limeri said 
MASC could be asked to estimate when the update would be done, then confirm when 
it is done. 
 
H. Real Property – Mr. Miles. 
Mr. Miles reported that no meeting was held. 
 
I.         Academic Data Dashboard – Ms. Phalen 
Ms. Phalen said she had no report. 
 
IX. SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS 
Ms. Hugo noted that the Salute to Framingham event will be held on March 27, 2013. 
She added that if the School Committee wants to purchase a program book ad, they 
should do so quickly.  Mr. Miles asked Ms. Hugo to be the point person for the School 
Committee’s ad. 
 
With respect to the electronic agenda option for the School Committee, Ms. Hugo said 
hard copies are more convenient for her, as she found that she often had time to review 
materials when she had no access to a computer.  Mr. Miles said the electronic option 
is a convenience, but the School Committee will continue to parallel the electronic 
document distribution with hard copies for a few more weeks.  
 
Mr. Limeri noted that the electronic site does not appear to download to electronic 
tablets, and the Technology Director is looking at the question.  Mr. Limeri said he 
would like the option of a ‘locked text’ file rather than PDF.  The ‘located text file’ option 
would enable School Committee members to annotate documents within changing the 
original text. 
 
X. MEETING WITH THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Miles noted that the School Committee had scheduled a second meeting with the 
public at tonight.  No members of the public came forward. 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 
The Chair asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 

MOTION:  Moved by Ms. Hugo, seconded by Ms. Phalen, that the School 
Committee adjourn. Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. 
Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. Phalen in favor.  
 

The meeting ended at 9:45 p.m. 
These minutes were approved by the Framingham School Committee at the meeting of March 19, 2013. 
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Meeting Documents 
Meditech Letter – dated December 27. 2012 
Superintendent’s Memo Re: Student Advisory Committee – dated September 6, 2012 
Draft School Calendar for SY2013/2014 – Dated February 20, 2013 
Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy 
FPAC Lease – Addendum C – Dated January 7, 2013 
 
 
 


